
Marty Vanags graduated from Illinois State University, 
Normal, in 1984 with a bachelor's degree in political 
science. He earned a master's degree in public 
administration from Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, 
in 1986. Marty began work at the EDC in May of 2004 
with over 15 years of experience in community and 
economic development, private commercial 
development and business management.  
 
Marty is past chairman of the Illinois Development 
Council, a statewide association of professional 

economic development professionals and allied industries. He is Chair of the 
International Economic Development Council’s (IEDC) Public Policy Advisory 
Committee.  He also serves as a member of the Economic Development 
Research Partners of the IEDC. 
 
He is an active alumni of ISU serving on their Alumni Board and Alternative 
Energy Major Advisory Board.  
 
Under Marty’s leadership, the EDC has been recognized for its best practices in 
marketing, foreign trade development, business retention and by the McLean 
County Chamber of Commerce for public service.  
 


